
 

Wheelchair Rugby League Australia Board Meeting 

Sunday March 29th, 2020, 2.00 pm 

 

MINUTES of MEETING 

 

Attendance: Martin Meredith (MM); Joseph Chidiac (JC); Deborah Bacon (DB); 

Simon Bedard (SB); Susie Mills (SM); Pearl Forrester (PF).  

Approx. 22 other members in attendance.  

Held By ZOOM. 

 

1. Welcome: Meeting opened at 2.03 pm; MM noted quorum. 

 

2. Apologies: Margot Zaska (MZ); Paul Moujalli (PM); Vakatni Atuahiva 

 

3. Directors Declaration of Interest: MM declared he was part of NRL. 

 

4. Distributed Papers:  Minutes AGM 3rd February 2019; 2019 Annual Report and 

Financial Statements; Agenda. 

 

5. Agenda Items: 

 

a. Welcome: MM welcomed all to the meeting. He noted that difficult times 

and extenuating circumstances, and consequently the AGM was not being 

held as usual but via Zoom. He thanked everyone for participating.  

 

b. Chairman Report: MM thanked everyone for their efforts in 2019/2020. 

 He noted that a very successful year. The highlight was hosting the UK team in 

games across Australia at the end of last year. He thanked members for their 

effort and cooperation. 

 MM outlined the aims of growing membership and inclusivity. He 

acknowledged the growth in QLD and thanked the QLD affiliate as well as 

noting the new affiliates in Canberra, Western Australia and Northern 

Territory. NSW was also noted for their efforts and success. 

 Coronavirus: MM noted that the current situation was impacting the sport on 

a global basis. He advised that the current NRL and WRLA competitions and all 

NRL community programs would be suspended until 1st July at the earliest.  

The impact on the QLD/NSW interstate challenge was unknown at this stage. 

 He stressed that players and members were a vulnerable group and their 

health was paramount. 

 MM gave an NRL update advising that 90% of all staff were in annual leave 

until May 4th. Further updates would be provided as they were available. 

 

c. Previous Minutes and Action items: Minutes of the AGM 3rd February 2019 

reviewed. Motion put forward to accept and accepted unanimously by 



 

electronic vote.  

 

d. Financial Report: MM presented the Financial and Auditors Reports for 

October 2019. He noted that WRLA is in a healthy financial position. Motion 

put forward to accept and accepted unanimously by electronic vote. 

 

e. Election of Directors: Under two-year rotation policy. Susie Mills and 

Deborah Bacon up for re-election.   Motion put forward to accept and 

accepted unanimously by electronic vote. MM congratulated both on their 

re-election. 

 

f. General Business:  A motion was put forward by Steve Hewson of NSW 

WRLA to nominate Joseph Chidiac as a life member for his efforts and 

commitment to the game of WRL. 

Several members acknowledged his drive and dedication. This motion was 

accepted unanimously by electronic vote. MM congratulated JC on behalf of 

the Board and all members for being the first life member. 

 

g. Auditors: A motion was put forward to accept and accepted unanimously by 

electronic vote, the reappointment of Paul Jiffkins as the auditor of WRLA for 

another year. 

 

h. Constitution: MM outlined that the Constitution of WRLA which was put 

together in 2012 and amended in 2014, was being reviewed. The Board was 

obtaining advice on the best structure and was moving towards an 

incorporated structure. 

MM advised that a special meeting would be held later in the year to update 

members on this review and table a recommendation. 

 

6. Thanks: PF thanked MM for his hard work and commitment during the year.  
 

7. Close: Meeting closed at 2:27 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


